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www.seriss.eu    @SERISS_EU 

SERISS (Synergies for Europe’s Research Infrastructures in the Social Sciences) aims to 

exploit synergies, foster collaboration and develop shared standards between Europe’s 

social science infrastructures in order to better equip these infrastructures to play a major 

role in addressing Europe’s grand societal challenges and ensure that European 

policymaking is built on a solid base of the highest-quality socio-economic evidence. 

The four year project (2015-19) is a collaboration between the three leading European 

Research Infrastructures in the social sciences – the European Social Survey (ESS ERIC), 

the Survey of Health Ageing and Retirement in Europe (SHARE ERIC) and the Consortium 

of European Social Science Data Archives (CESSDA AS) – and organisations representing 

the Generations and Gender Programme (GGP), European Values Study (EVS) and the 

WageIndicator Survey. 

Work focuses on three key areas: Addressing key challenges for cross-national data 

collection, breaking down barriers between social science infrastructures and embracing the 

future of the social sciences.  

Please cite this deliverable as:  Winters, Kristi and Paula Schäfer. (2019) Online materials for 

seven tools for the SERISS project, Deliverable 5.1 Funded under the European Union’s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme GA No: 654221.  Available at: 

www.seriss.eu/resources/deliverables 
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SERISS has developed a suite of online tools to support different stages of the data lifecycle 

from design to collection to analysis. The tools are designed to support higher quality and 

cost-effective data collection and ensure that data are Findable, Accessible, Interoperable 

and Reusable (FAIR). They are available to be used by national and international research 

infrastructures. 

 

To support and promote the tools created by the SERISS project, a series of information 

sheets were created. Seven .pdfs were created (one for each of the digital tools) in 

conjunction with the tools videos that answer the questions: 1) what is the problem facing the 

social research community that made this tool necessary; 2) what is the logic of the tool’s 

digital solution; 3) how does the tool work; and 4) how can the viewer learn more/access the 

tool. 

 

The information in these sheets triangulates with and reinforces the information provided in 

the tools videos, as well as provides a list of all the tools developed under SERISS with a 

summary, to further promote the full range of tools. They were distributed at the 2019 ESRA 

conference to international social researchers. These information sheets were designed to 

be easy to share and/or handout and they are archived along with the other SERISS 

deliverables.  

 

The information sheets are available to download here: https://seriss.eu/training/tools/ 

 

List of tool information sheets and a brief summary: 
 

SERISS Tool Description 

Translation 
Management Tool 

 The Translation Management Tool is a central hub where information on 
questionnaire translations is generated, stored, and can be reviewed and 
shared between individuals before being exported back into survey software. 

Fieldwork Management 
System 

FMS provides survey researchers with access to accurate, comprehensive and 
standardized information on fieldwork progress in real time.  

Question Variable 
Database 

QVDB, based on Colectica as its technical platform, documents the 
relationships between questionnaires, survey questions, the resulting 
variables and changes to these over time. 

Questionnaire Data 
Documentation Tool 

QDDT is an interactive and dynamic web-based tool that can be used to 
document, retrieve and reuse information on the complex process of 
designing a cross-national survey questionnaire. 

Survey Management 
Program/My EVS 

 SMaP was developed to address two ongoing and routine challenges of large 
data collection projects 1) communication (managing daily communication 
with teams all over Europe) and 2) information management (exchange of 
data, files and documentation among central and national teams). 

The Variable 
Harmonization Hub 

 The Variable Harmonization Hub is an online repository for the extensive and 
detailed variable harmonization work that survey researchers must carry out 
in the course of routine data preparation. 

surveycodings.org 
surveycodings.org contains databases for coding education, occupation and 
industry according to various international standards classifications. 
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